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IU eTexts is a teaching and learning initiative (created and managed by UITS) offering faculty the option to choose required class materials such as digital texts, digital courseware, and other non-text-based digital learning tools.

The design of the initiative eliminates many of the early risks/barriers to academic success in a class. This benefit, along with the features of the e-reader (Engage), promotes engagement, academic success, and retention. Additionally, choosing to teach with IU eTexts reduces costs for students.





Description of the video:
0:00

[ Music ]
0:15

>> I knew that eTexts were going to be a huge benefit to students
0:19

in terms of saving them some money.
0:22

I also knew that it was a huge advantage.
0:25

And I know this both as a parent of college students as well
0:28

as an administrator, you know,
0:30

knowing that the textbook is available
0:32

on the first day of class is huge.
0:34

And it means that all
0:35

of our students can hopefully hit the ground running,
0:38

and they're not struggling to, you know, try to scrounge
0:41

up additional dollars to purchase textbooks.
0:43

And so from the lens of being a parent and my usual worry
0:47

about whether my kids are, you know, staying on top of things
0:50

and doing what they're supposed to be doing,
0:51

it was super reassuring to know that they didn't have
0:55

to worry about grabbing books.
0:57

And the fact that it was all encapsulated
0:59

on one bill was just really easy to navigate.
1:03

So I would hope that parents are able to know more
1:07

about this initiative,
1:08

and perhaps that will create another level of reassurance
1:12

to faculty that it's a great direction to head.
What did you like about eTexts
1:20

I really loved the flexibility.
1:23

I loved knowing that when my students were in class
1:27

and I was asking them to talk with each other about, you know,
1:30

a concept or an issue, something that they could benefit
1:33

by referring to their tags, I didn't have to worry about,
1:36

you know, whether someone didn't have their book
1:37

in their backpack or, you know, these were heavy books.
1:40

I also thought, hoped that I was saving them some, you know,
1:43

orthopedic costs down the road.
1:45

In terms of actually the mechanics of using it,
1:48

I thought it was pretty straightforward.
1:51

I really, really appreciated the analytics and being able
1:55

to discern where my students were reading,
1:59

and who was not reading and having that information together
2:03

with the other information in Canvas,
2:05

I think it was really helpful, just for kind of diagnosing
2:07

where different students work.
How would you recommend eTexts
2:14

But I would definitely start early
2:17

so that you can order them according
2:19

to the correct deadline.
2:20

I also think that it is really, really important for students
2:24

to get the maximum value out of them.
2:26

It's really important for the instructor to read ahead and to,
2:31

you know, embed nodes, to highlight.
2:33

I think that there are tremendously helpful resources
2:37

available online.
2:38

I think I jumped in immediately to the Canvas class site
2:41

that was intended for faculty and staff to kind
2:44

of have a crash course, and how to get any tags,
2:46

how to make sure that it's connected with your class,
2:49

and all of those sorts of things.
2:50

Honestly, I think the learning curve is non-existent
2:54

for students.
2:55

It seemed like that was a really seamless endeavor.




When to order

Ordering opens each February 2 and September 2, for the coming terms.



Learn more






Benefits for instructors and students include:
	First day of class access in Canvas
	Bursar billing covered by all forms of financial aid and refund protection
	Engagement with students right in the text to help them develop good reading and studying habits
	Insight into students’ activity with their course materials with analytics







What is available:
	Stand-alone etexts
	Publisher courseware
	Course materials
	Open educational resources (OER)
	Faculty produced materials
	Pressbooks
	Customized publisher titles
	Select library holdings





Find the help you need
Self-enrolled Canvas resource/reference sites:
	For Faculty: IU eTexts: A Faculty and Staff Introduction
	For Students: The Student Guide to IU eTexts
	Ask questions, or schedule an online consultation in the IU eTexts Service Catalog.


Get more information on the Knowledge Base

                  Search for information about any UITS service on the Knowledge Base.
                



Visit One.IU.edu

                  Looking for an easy way to access IU apps and accounts? Search One.IU.edu.
                



Teaching.IU

                  University-wide resources and communities of educators across IU
                



Canvas

                  Manage grades, upload class materials, and connect with students.
                







If you are considering creating a program like this at your institution, read eTexts 101: a Practical Guide.
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Additional links and resources




Connect with UITS

Contact us
	Have a question? AskIU
	Feedback
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